A field survey was carried out in the seasons of 1985 and 1986 in a woodland area, situated in the central western part of The Netherlands, to study the community of Drosophila breeding in the stinkhorn, Phallus impudicus, and their larval parasitoids.
INTRODUCTION

Insect parasitoids
are the subject of a wide range of behavioural and ecological studies, ranging from tests of optimization models, predicting the behaviour of individual females (STEPHENS & KREBS, 1986) Moreover, parasitism of Drosophila in stinkhorns is, in general, much higher than in any other mushroom species studied. These findings, together with the fact that Ph. impudicus fruit bodies are easily found, examined and manipulated, make this system a convenient object for the study of parasitoid-host interactions in the field. This paper describes the distribution and abundance of fungi, Drosophila and parasitoids through two successive years. It provides relevant biological characteristics of the system, information about the potential host spectra of parasitoids and the relative importance of the various parasitoid species. We also present results of field and laboratory experiments on oviposition and developmental rates. These data will form the backbone for future publications on foraging behaviour and population dynamics of species in this system.
METHODS AND MATERIALS
The results presented in this paper are based on a monitoring and sampling programme carried out during the seasons of 1985 and 1986. The study area, called
